Approved For Release 2000/06/13 : CIA-RDP62S00545A000100010092-4

AR MOBANDUM FOGR:  Director of Centrel iatelligence
B UT Lemuments on Mew York Herald Tribunae
Ariicie, “HNe Chance Zeen of Rads $o
aatel U, 5, dieat, MR
1. The sttached arilcie has bedn reviewsd, 38 you re-
guested, and comnents inblew:
B o sgroc that there is a0 possibility that
the “oviets will schieve the Khruabchey mest goal
within the sext few yesrs, However, his milk gesi
i®» much wmare ressonsble. dod we belisgve {1 s
possible, though nst probable, tha! i may be rescbed
oy about 1960, aad the bulter goal ¢ven earlier,
k. The Herald T ribune article states that the
Hatonal Planaing Aescciation “does a0t take sevivusly’
the Jomuvunist party leaderr’s bosats., Thix s a
purtial and somewhat misleading guelntion frov NPty

conciveion, ssmmely, that they did net take sericusly
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whrushchev's boast to ¢ateh up with the United States

in agriculture by the end of this decade. The NPA did

not say the Soviets could not cateh up, in faet, &t
pointed to various steps that the Soviets would have to
take if they were to do 80 over a more extended period
of time,

¢, The NPA conclusion that “‘the collective farm
system of forced production and regimeatation has been
& cologaal fallure” is very guestionable, I the criterin
for success is the maximising of agricultural sutpat,
the conclusion is correct. But the primary purposes of
collectivization were to give the State contral over the
fnod supply in order to permit urban workers to be fed
and to drain off agricultural labor for industry, Judped
from these criterin, which appear more relevant,
collectivization belped achieve rapid {ndustrintization,
2. The main thrust of the article, we believe, is unfortunste,

#e grant that the dates glven by Khrushehev for achieving certain

sgricultural output goals are unrealistic. We grant that the
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achievemen: of cueat goal in particular will requive the application
i vubatsatial ressurces to agriculture, far abuve those now
mlasaed, Howewvsr, since the death of Sialin, agviculture is ao
ipnger p Hoviet stepchild, %ince 1933, Investmenls bave incresoed
sharply, prices paid ts farmers have baen ralsed, peassnt incooaes
incrassed, and Comsmunist dogms modified, These eiforis bave
izad o considerabie improvement, Overail agricultursl cutpu

has been raized neariy oae-third over the past lour years, and the
- ussians are eating better now thas they 4id under Stalin, P arther,
we believe there will be further improveraent in agricsltural sulpat
swvay the sent few years, ss improvement that will surely be

hailed as & grest trfumph foy Commuanism,
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